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Dear  Fr i end,  

 

When I  r ecent l y 
wr ot e t o t hank 
you f or  your  
gener ous dona-
t i on,  I  pr om-
i sed you I  
woul d send a 
bef or e and af -
t er  phot o of  a 
chi l d who your  
donat i on 

hel ped.  

 

Wel l ,  i t  t ook a whi l e but  I  di d     
   not  f or get !  

I  am happy t o send you t hese bef or e and af t er  pi ct ur es of  a 
10- year - ol d boy f r om t he Phi l i ppi nes cal l ed John Pat r i c i o,  
who your  donat i on has hel ped.  
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Smi l e Tr ai n sur geon Dr  Ramon Gonzal es oper at ed on John i n 
May and t he sur ger y went  ver y wel l .  

Thi s  45 mi nut e oper at i on has changed John' s wor l d.  Just  
l ook at  t he l i ght  i n hi s eyes.  John says hi s  f r i ends do not  
even r ecogni se hi m now.  Peopl e used t o cal l  hi m " nge"  -  
shor t  f or  " bungi "  -  whi ch means  c l ef t  i n t he l ocal  l an-

guage.  But  now 
t hey cal l  hi m 
" dong" ,  a t ypi -
cal  ni ckname f or  
a boy.  

John' s  f at her  i s  
uneducat ed,  ver y 
poor  and wor ks 
on a f ar m,  ear n-
i ng onl y about  a 
pound a day.  He' d 
have t o l i ve 300 
year s t o save up 
enough t o pay 
f or  cl ef t  sur -
ger y.  But  t hanks 

t o you and ot her  gener ous donor s,  John' s l O- year  ni ght mar e of  
l i v i ng wi t h an unr epai r ed c l ef t  i s over .  And t he smi l e we 
al l  hel ped t o gi ve hi m wi l l  l ast  f or  t he r est  of  hi s l i f e.  

I  hope t hese pi c t ur es put  a smi l e on your  f ace t oo and wi l l  
be a happy r emi nder  t hat  t her e i s  a 10- year - ol d boy i n t he 
wor l d who i s smi l i ng t oday t hanks t o you.  

On behal f  of  John,  al l  30 empl oyees her e at  The Smi l e 
Tr ai n,  and al l  of  t he 100, 000 ot her  chi l dr en we wi l l  hel p 
t hi s  year ,  I  j ust  want  t o say THANK YOU.  

Al l  t he best ,  

Br i an Co- Founder  and Chai r man  

/ � � � & ��� �/ � 
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