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�5,000 Shelter Boxes already shipped to Haiti 
and 2,000 will be shipped per week until the 
need is met �   Shelter Box� 
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Presidential Penitence: 
 

Why should I be penitent? I can think of plenty of rea-
sons but for the present I gather that there is still some 
confusion about the revised meeting structures which 
means that I  need to try again to describe the plan:- 
 
1st Tuesday of the Month will be a working meeting, with a short 
�entertainment� followed by Committees. At this working meeting 
Committees will be asked to raise issues requiring immediate support 
from members (but this will not be a formal business meeting). 
 
2nd. Tuesday of the month there will be a Club Council to which all 
members are invited as observers (as long as they advise in advance 
of their intention to attend). 
 
3rd. Tuesday of the month starts with a business meeting (which will 
be minuted). Prior to the meeting all members will receive copies of 
committee minutes. Chairs of committees will respond to questions 
that members may have about these minutes. After the business meeting 
which should last about ‰ - ¾  hour there will be a fun event � at the 
February meeting there will be a quiz organised by Derek Dearmer.  
 
On the 4th. Tuesday there will be a Dinner with an external speaker.  
In Alternate months this will be a Club Guest Dinner, to which we 
would be delighted if members invited guests including spouses/
partners to these. The Club Guest Dinners will not involve a seating 
plan. 
The other month there will be a Special Guest Dinner to which we 
will invite �widows�, honorary members & Rotaract as well as again 
encouraging members to invite guests of their own. This will involve 
a formal seating plan.  
I hope that with these arrangements we will continue to see the much 
higher attendances at our dinners, which makes our speakers feel that 



 

 their input is truly values.  One point that has arisen is that with the 
higher attendance we will need to ask members to inform John 
Meehan of any change of intention to attend by the Friday before 
the dinner.  
If you are still confused please give me a ring. 
 
On a separate note we have received an e-mail from Gabbi Nutt 
giving a follow up to her working trip to Gambia. A follow up visit 
has been made and it is great to hear that all the facilities that were 
put in by the Team are still fully functioning, indeed the local vil-
lagers have made a number of further improvements. The solar 
pump that the team installed is not only providing water for the 
clinic there, but is also irrigating a very productive vegetable garden 
within the clinic grounds. I anticipate that Gabbi will be happy to 
expand on this when she attends one of our Special Guest Dinners! 
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ROTARY DAY 
Tuesday 23rd February 2010 
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ROBIN MADDY 
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to be our guest speaker 
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